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50th Anniversary 
1947 - 1997 


Dedicated to the priests and people who — 
have made Our Lady of Consolation Parish 
a living community of the people of God for 
the past 50 years. 
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SECRETARIAT OF STATE 


FIRST SECTION - GENERAL AFFAIRS From the Vatican, June 25, 1997 


No. 416.313 


Dear Bishop Melczek, 


His Holiness Pope John Paul II was pleased to learn that 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish in Merrillville is observing the 
Golden Jubilee of its establishment. 


As the parish community celebrates this important 
anniversary, the Holy Father gives the assurance of his 
prayerful solidarity. He offers thanks to God for the many 
graces bestowed upon the faithful during the past half century 
and he rejoices in their faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


It is His Holiness's fervent hope that the anniversary 
celebrations will be an occasion of renewed dedication to the 
Church's mission of evangelization. Mindful that "the witness 
of a Christian life is the first and irreplaceable form of 
mission" (Redemptoris Missio, 42), he encourages all the members 
of the community to be joyful messengers of the Good News of our 
salvation. He prays that they will grow in holiness by their 
sharing in the Eucharist and that all their efforts will be 
directed to the growth of God's Kingdom on earth. 


With affection in the Lord Jesus, the Holy Father sends his 
greeting to all the faithful and he cordially imparts his 
Apostolic Blessing. 

Assuring you of my own prayerful good wishes, I remain 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


$V). 
+ G. B. Re 
Substitute 


DIOCESE OF GARY 


9292 BROADWAY 
MEARILLVILLE, iN 46410-7088 November 1, 1997 


219-769-9292 
FAX 219-769-2066 


Dear Father Vamos and Parishioners of Our Lady of Consolation Parish, 


| write to extend my sincere congratulations and prayerful best wishes as you mark the 
Golden Jubilee of Our Lady of Consolation Parish. May this booklet capture the memories of 
50 years of God's blessings to the people of Our Lady of Consolation Parish as well as the 
memories of the various jubilee celebrations, most especially the great Mass of thanksgiving 
and the wonderful banquet on October 5, 1997. 


As | remarked at the Jubilee Mass and banquet, the golden anniversary celebration is a 
wonderful occasion to reflect with gratitude to God for the providential care He has provided 
to the people of this parish over the past 50 years. It is also a splendid occasion to reminisce 
about the fine priests who have served you beginning with Father Alvin Jasinski and most 
recently Father Joseph Vamos who has given of himself with a generous priestly heart over 
the past 10 years. 


This is also a splendid occasion to bring to mind the memories of so many dedicated 
lay people who have cooperated with much generosity with your pastors in continuing the 
mission of Jesus, the mission of bringing His love and mercy, His reconciliation and salvation 
to the people of the Merrillville area. 


There has been much change over the past 50 years. The parish began under the name 
of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. Worship was initially conducted at the town fire station 
at Independence Hill beginning on October 5, 1947. Later, one acre of land, which included a 
store and other buildings, was purchased and converted into the first Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church. In the early 1960s, Father Leo Armbruster acquired the present site and Father 
Herman Schoudel built your beautiful church which Bishop Grutka solemnly dedicated in 
1967. It was at that dedication that Bishop Grutka placed you under the patronage of Our Lady 
of Consolation. 


Even as you recall the marvelous ways that God has manifested His love for you at key 
moments of your lives and the lives of your dear ones — your Baptisms, your First 
Communions, your Confirmations, your Marriages, and the committal of your dear ones to the 
Lord at death — your jubilee is also a time to recommit yourseives with renewed devotion and 
passion to continue the mission of Jesus into the next 50 years and the next millennium. May 
this be the occasion for you to grow in your love of the Lord Jesus and in your determination 
to reach out with gracious hospitality to the people of your neighborhoods as you seek to 
bring to them the hope, the peace, the reconciliation, and the salvation that is found in Jesus, 
Our Savior, and the true Way to the Father. 


With all best wishes, | am 
Sincerely yours in the Lord Jesus, 


+ Ale J. Mabegle — 


Most Reverend Dale J. Meiczek 
Bishop of Gary 
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7820 BROADWAY 
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 46410 
(219) 769-5711 » Fax (219) 736-9039 


Father Vamos and Parisheners 
Our Lady of Consolation 

8393 Taft Street 
Merrillville, ry 


Dear Father Vamos, 
It gives the Town of Merrillville great pleasures ¢- 


to be completed, which is now Our Lady of [Ons 
The ensuing vears have been ful! of triump 
ef Cur uady of Consolation; your 50th anniversa 
With dedicsticn and love. 
The Town of Merrillville is happy to share this 


| 
as they watched their parish StoW so that a ta 


Sincerely, 


Randy Guégr sey, Presideré 
Merrillville Town Counci] 


occasion with all of you and wishes you another 50 yea-5 of 
sharing God's love with the community. Congratulations again. 


congratulate you and your parishioners on the 32¢h arn 2tsary of 
Our Lady of Consolation. 
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faith for a small group 2¢ People and the:e Paster to start out 
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OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION 
8303 Taft Street 
Merrillville, Indiana 46410 
Phone (219) 769-1755 


A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JOSEPH VAMOS 


Many people drive along Taft Street (Route 55) in Merrillville. As people travel north 
and south they pass by a stone church with a bell tower, a parish activity center and a 
priest residence. All of these structures are brick and stone. We call these imposing 
buildings Our Lady of Consolation Parish Complex. 


However, a parish is more than brick and stone. A parish is people and through the doors 
of Our Lady of Consolation have passed many thousands of people who make up the 
parish family of Our Lady of Consolation. Here too, came the stranger and was 
welcomed. These walls have heard the cries of the new born babies in Baptism and 
made them members of God’s family and the community of the faithful. The sound of 
joy was here at Mass on snow filled Christmas nights. Great “Alleluias” rang out on 
fifty sun lit Easter Days. The happiness of families filled the air at priestly ordinations, 
First Communions, Confirmations, weddings and jubilees. Often as great tears were 
shed, a loved one at the time of death was brought into this sanctuary before God’s altar 
of promise of eternal life. 


Smiles and tears, joys and sorrows, hopes and disappointments, pleasures and pains, 
combat and victory, patriotism and pride of country have been the heritage of fifty years 
at Our Lady of Consolation. If we can define life as the principle of interior activity then 
we can say it certainly abounds here to overflowing. 


To the passerby Our Lady of Consolation Church may seem only as building of brick and 
stone, but it is more. It has a heart like every living thing. The strong heart of the first 
members who started very humbly at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church and then 
moved to this location in 1966 gave it life and we today are the faithful who keep our 
tradition alive. 


As we look to the past we give our salute of gratitude. As we look forward to another 
fifty years and a third millennium we say “Lift up your hearts. Raise your eyes and see 
that the best is yet to come.” 


It is my special privilege to be a part of the great history of Our Lady of Consolation 
Parish. May we together bring out the best in each of us and give glory and praise to 
God. May the Lord Jesus guide us with his message and may the Holy Spirit motivate all 
our endeavors to bring the Gospel message to all. 


Poth. Pagh Can 


History of Our Parish 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 1947 - 1966 
Our Lady of Consolation 1966 


After the second World War, the area of present day Merrillville, Indiana was 
beginning to grow, and the number of Catholic families in this part of Lake County 
also grew. Prior to 1947, the Catholic people in the area attended Ss. Peter and Paul 
Church in Turkey Creek, St. Michael’s in Schererville and St. Mary's in Crown Point. 
It was this growth that prompted John Francis Noll, Bishop of the Fort Wayne Diocese, 
to consider establishing a new parish. On July 8, 1947, Bishop Noll appointed Father 
Alvin Jasinski, then assistant pastor of St. Mary's in Crown Point to establish a parish 
in Independence Hill. Father Jasinski was born in 1910 in Michigan City, Indiana. He 
was ordained by Bishop Noll in Fort Wayne in 1937. He served as assistant pastor at 
St. Mary’s in Decatur, St. Mary's in Hammond and St. Mary's in Crown Point before 
being appointed to the new parish. He later established the parish of Our Lady of 
Grace in Highland and was pastor of St. Mark's in Gary. He was a chaplain in the U.S. 
Army from 1942 to 1945, where he was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. 
He died on January 14, 1969 while serving as pastor of St. Mark's. 


A census taken in 1947 indicated that there were 50 Catholic families, 32 mixed 
marriages, and 170 children, a total of about 400 Catholics. Father Jasinski met these 
people for the first time on September 12, 1947 at the Independence Hill Volunteer 
Fire Station to discuss matters pertaining to establishing a new parish. One of the first 
items of business was to pick a name for the parish. The parishioners unanimously 
decided to allow Father Jasinski to choose the name. He had a strong devotion to the 
Blessed Mother, and had, while serving in the Armed Forces, promised that he would 
name his first parish in her honor if given the opportunity, and so the name Immaculate 
Heart of Mary evolved. Also at that meeting, the first parish council was elected: 
William Horst, Thomas Kennedy, George Stofa, Joseph Wirtz and Edward Schmidt. 
Appointed to the council were Andrew Martin and Andrew Kazimer. The councilmen 
were instructed to find a building which could be used temporarily as a church and to 
give a report at the next meeting. The women of the new parish met at the home of 
Mrs. Thomas Kennedy on September 18 to organize the Rosary Society and to plan 
fund raisers for the money needed for the development of the parish. Officers elected 
at that time were: Margaret Horst, president; Katherine Wirtz, vice president; Mrs. 
Emil Zula, secretary; Goldie Schmidt, treasurer, and Mary Levenda, social chairman. 


A second meeting was held on September 24, 1947, and progress reports were given. 
In two weeks time, arrangements were made to secure the Sperling property on 78th 
Avenue and Independence Street, consisting of a grocery store and garage on one acre 
of land. The site would serve as Immaculate Heart of Mary Church for the next twenty 
years. Other committees reported that a bell, used pews, and a used organ had already 
been donated. Plans were under way for a bingo party to be held in October at Crown 
Point. A week later, on October 5, 1947, the first Mass of the new parish was held 
at the fire station and Masses continued there until the middle of November. During 
that time, the interior of the newly purchased store was renovated to make it more 
suitable for a church, and each evening men, women and children worked together to 
achieve this goal. Henry Doffin built the communion railing, and with the help of 
others, the altar and the stands for the donated statues. Mrs. Patrick Maloney of Crown 
Point donated her time and ability to form a children’s choir. Ushers volunteered and 
Mass servers were boys from the parish who had been trained in their respective 
parochial schools. The first servers were: Ralph Fetsch, Robert Horst, Jim and Joe 
Juknevich, Frank Martin, Roland Melle, Lenny Schmidt, Matt Smederovac and Steve 
Soohey. 


The first bulletin was a letter from Father Jasinski to the parishioners announcing the 
opening of the new church and enclosing envelopes to be used for offerings. The 
enthusiasm, energy, and unselfishness of the founding families, and Father Jasinski's 
ability to make everyone feel really needed, made it possible for the first Masses to be 
celebrated in the church on Sunday, November 16 at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. just two 
months after the initial meeting of the parish. 


Within two weeks, the sacraments of Matrimony and Baptism were administered for 
the first ttme. Dorothy Kupchik and Paul Ferkull were married on November 29. It is 
interesting to note that Miss Kupchik's baptismal records were lost in a church fire in 
Illinois and that her father had to obtain letters from townspeople attesting to the fact 
that she had indeed been baptized before the marriage could take place. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stofa had worked diligently on the church preparations during her pregnancy and 
wanted their baby to be baptized in the new parish. James Stofa was baptized on 
November 30, fourteen days after the first Mass was said. 


The teenagers of the parish were organized into a C.Y.O. group on November 25 with 
Mr. and Mrs. John Levenda as sponsors, and continued to meet monthly thereafter. 
Religious instruction for the high schoolers was also given at this time by Father 
Jasinski. 


Preparations for Christmas were underway and Masses were held at midnight, 8 and 
9 a.m. Altar linens and vestments were sewn by the women and the men created the 
manger scene. Most of the children who were old enough either sang in the choir or 
served Mass. 


The next full year the developing parish saw many firsts. On January 18, the Stations 
of the Cross were blessed and erected. Benediction vestments, donated by the 
Franciscan Sisters of Springfield, Illinois, and the vestments already in use were 
blessed on February |, 1948. On April 3, weekly Saturday evening novena devotions 
began and on April 4, fourteen children who had been instructed by Father Jasinski 
received their First Holy Communion. (Interestingly, Father Joseph Vamos, the present 
pastor, made his First Holy Communion on this same date). On April 10, the house 
immediately north and adjacent to the church complex was purchased and cleaning and 
renovating began immediately to prepare it for a rectory. Confessions were scheduled 
for Saturdays, and during the first two weeks of May the Rosary and Holy Name 
Societies were officially established in the parish. Emil Zula was elected to perform 
the duties of Holy Name Society president. By the end of June, Father Jasinski took 
up residence in the rectory and a daily Mass schedule began. July and August saw the 
first parish picnic and the public and official dedication of the parish to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. In September, the first Thirteen Hours of Eucharistic 
Devotions were held, and religious instructions for the grade school children who 
attended public school began in October. These instructions were held on Saturdays 
and were taught by two nuns from St. Hedwig's parish in Gary, Indiana. 


In October and November the church was again renovated. The store windows were 
removed and a suitable front entrance was installed. A sacristy was also added at that 
time. 


The first recorded death was a five day old infant, David Alvin Smith, Jr. On February 
6, 1949, Anna Abraham was buried. She was the wife of August Abraham and the 
mother of nine grown children. Her funeral Mass was the first to be offered at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 


Card parties, bingo games, quilt raffles, bake sales, dinners and other money making 
activities continued throughout the winter and spring. In June of 1949, Father Jasinski 
was assigned to form a parish in Highland. On July 7th, Father William Plotzki took 
over as the new pastor. It might be of interest that Father Joseph Vamos was assigned 


to St. Mark’s Parish as a deacon with Father Jasinski as his mentor. Father Jasinski 
also attended Father Vamos’ First Mass. 


Father Plotzki was born in 1910 in Hammond, Indiana and was ordained in 1936 by 
Bishop Noll. He served as assistant pastor in Fort Wayne and at Holy Angels in Gary. 
He was appointed Chaplain at St. Joseph's Hospital in Kokomo, followed by 
assistantships at St. Andrew's in Fort Wayne and St. Joseph's in Hammond. After 
serving in our parish, he was assigned to LaOtta and then Monroeville, where he died 
on August 24, 1958. 


Father Plotzki continued the work of developing the parish. The initial organization 
was completed by Father Jasinski, but major improvements needed to be made for 
continued growth. Once again, the parishioners donated time, energy and materials to 
enlarge the church basement so that it could be used for classes, meetings and social 
events. Father Plotzki's work at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish was hampered by 
a severe and prolonged steel strike. A great majority of the parishioners were 
employed in the mills, and so the hopes and dreams of soon building a new church 
were put on hold. However, religious education classes and other activities continued. 
The main thrust of the parish was to maintain and improve facilities, and to continue 
growth, both physically and spiritually. After four years as pastor, Father Plotzki was 
reassigned by the Bishop, and on February 17, 1953, Father Roman Wojcicki was 
appointed as pastor. 


Father Wojcicki was born in Lublin, Poland in 1912. After preparation at Orchard 
Lake, Michigan and St. Meinrad, Indiana, he was ordained in 1939 by Bishop Noll. 
He served as assistant pastor at Sacred Heart in Gary before coming to the parish, 
where he remained until 1959. He died at St Mary's in Otis on September 8, 1963. 


At his first Sunday Mass in the parish, Father Wojcicki asked that the motto, "Unity 
and Cooperation” be adopted. The parish family continued to grow, and with it the 
need for church and grounds improvement. An altar, canopy, platform, pews and 
communion railing were donated by St. Adalbert's in Whiting and installed by the 
parishioners, giving a new look to the interior of the church. Weekly novena devotions 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary were changed to the first Saturday of each month, 
and through the prayers and diligent work of the parishioners and pastor, by the end 
of 1953, the debt had been reduced to $6,700.00. 
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However, Father Wojcicki became ill in January of 1954 and needed hospitalization. 
Father Vernon Rosenthal was assigned to serve as interim pastor until Father Wojcicki 
returned in June. Father Rosenthal was then assigned to St. Paul's in Valparaiso. 


During the time that Father Wojcicki remained in the parish, several significant events 
took place. In 1955, the family baptism of Mrs. Frank Shebat and her seven children 
was the largest in the church history. That same year, the Crown Point Deanery was 
formed. Two of the parishioners, Carl Griffin and George Leshk, were elected officers 
of the Deanery Council of Catholic Men, and Ella Martin was elected president of the 
Council of Catholic Women. Through the cooperative spirit fostered by Father 
Wojcicki, and the generosity and diligence of the members, the church debt was 
completely liquidated. Funds were now being saved for the purchase of acreage to 
serve as a permanent site for the new church. 


On December 8, 1958, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the church took 
another step forward with the celebration of the first evening Mass. In July, 1959, 
Father Wojcicki was reassigned and Father Leo Armbruster was named pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary by Bishop Andrew Grutka of the Gary Diocese. 


Father Armbruster was born in Ohio in 1916 and ordained in Maryland in 1943. He 
served as assistant pastor in Fort Wayne and at St. Mark's in Gary. He served in our 
parish until 1963 and his later assignments included pastorates at Notre Dame in 
Michigan City and Ss. Cyril & Methodius in North Judson. He died in retirement, 
October 29, 1994. 


Once again a steel strike threatened the area. Bishop Grutka requested daily exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and by the end of August, an evening Mass was added to the 
daily morning Mass for the intention of ending the strike. Daily confession was also 
available to the parishioners. In the fall, Andrean High School was opened, making 
a Catholic high school easily accessible to the area. 


Even though donations were down, the parish continued to progress, and on September 
18, 1959, fifteen acres on Highway 55 just south of Route 30 were purchased from the 
Hoffman sisters for the site of the new church. The following spring, the building fund 
was officially launched; this created a surge of enthusiasm and energy in the parish. 
Once again, it appeared that the parish family was taking a giant step forward. 
Religious instructions were scheduled for Saturdays and Sundays, new cassocks were 
purchased for the altar boys, and the Catholic Order of Foresters established a Court 
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in the parish. Father Armbruster conducted adult inquiry classes which were well 
attended, and his Sunday sermons, dealing with the changing moral issues of the time, 
held everyone's attention. 


There was a continued focus on fund raising activities in the parish. First Friday 
Masses were offered for the intention of the contributors to the building fund and 
Father even raffled his car, with the proceeds going toward the fund. By now 
$70,000.00 had been raised and the parishioners were eager to begin. Tentative plans 
for the new church were drawn up and presented, but Father Armbruster was given 
another assignment and on April 30, 1963, Father Herman Schoudel was appointed 
pastor. 


Father Schoudel was born in Waterloo, Indiana in 1915 and ordained by Bishop Noll 
in 1941. Before becoming pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, he served as 
assistant pastor in Fort Wayne and as pastor of Little Flower, Fort Wayne, Holy Cross, 
Hamlet, St. Thomas, Knox and St Anthony, Fish Lake. He was an Army Chaplain in 
the South Pacific, Okinawa, Japan, Korea and the European Theater, including the 
Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded the Croix de Guerre, the Bronze Star, 
Presidential Citation and the Commendation Ribbon. A picture of Father Schoudel's 
"muddy boots" appeared in world-wide news circulation. 


Upon his appointment, Father Schoudel, sensing the eagerness of the parishioners, 
continued immediately with plans for the new church. Many roadblocks and 
frustrations such as: Vatican II's changes in church design, a lack of water and sewer 
facilities, the size and type of buildings, the number of buildings and possible changes 
in the original site, stood in the way of construction. Finally all obstacles were 
overcome and in the fall of 1965, seven more acres adjacent to the original fifteen were 
purchased. Ground breaking followed, and one year later the cornerstone was blessed 
and the name of the church was officially changed by Bishop Grutka to Our Lady of 
Consolation. The church was solemnly dedicated on August 27, 1967 as Our Lady of 
Consolation Parish. Devotion to Mary as Consoler of the Afflicted was first expressed 
by St. Ignatius of Antioch in the second century when he wrote, "Mary, knowing what 
it is to suffer, is ever ready to administer consolation." In the 17th century when an 
outbreak of bubonic plague ravaged and decimated its population, the people of 
Luxembourg prayed to Mary, Consoler of the Afflicted for relief in their anguish and 
fear of death. Our Lady of Consolation eventually became the patroness of the Duchy 
of Luxembourg. When Father Vamos asked Bishop Grutka how he happened to 
change the parish name from Immaculate Heart of Mary. the name on the original 
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plans, the Bishop replied that when Holy Trinity Church in Gary was built, a statue 
was commissioned entitled, "Christ, the Consoler". This statue is in a prominent 
position on Holy Trinity's main altar. Bishop Grutka said it was only natural that 
Christ the Consoler should have a Mother of Consolation. Since there is no 
Luxembourg tradition in this area, it seems to be as good an explanation as any. 


Father Schoudel also conscientiously attended to the religious needs of the parish. In 
the fall of 1963, he initiated the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (today called the 
Faith Formation program) in order to reach the growing number of parish children in 
attendance at public schools. Women of the parish donated time each week to teach 
classes and to attend courses to increase their personal knowledge and abilities. The 
first director and 8th grade teacher was Mrs. Geneva Ward and the first group of 
teachers included Rita Kolan, Ella Martin, Cheryl Brislen and Wilma Reed. Substitute 
teachers were Susan Martin, Robert Reed and William Horst. Classes were held under 
adverse conditions in the church proper and in the basement, but the program 
continued to grow. 


Through diligent management and dedication, Father Schoudel's goal and the 
twenty-year-old dream of the parishioners was fulfilled on August 27, 1967, when 
Bishop Grutka celebrated the first Mass in the new church. Three years later, on 
September 2, 1970, Father Schoudel died and the entire parish mourned the death of 
its “muddy boots priest". 


After Father Schoudel's death, Father Louis Wozniak was appointed pastor by Bishop 
Grutka. Father Wozniak was born in 1923 in South Chicago, Illinois. He was the 
second youngest of ten children, and had two sisters and a nephew also in religious 
orders. He was ordained on June 11, 1949 in Fort Wayne by Bishop Noll. He then 
served at Holy Name in Cedar Lake for one year, St. Hedwig's in Gary for twelve 
years, Sacred Heart in Gary for eight years and was then transferred to Our Lady of 
Consolation where he was pastor for fifteen years. After leaving Our Lady of 
Consolation, he was pastor at St. Stanislaus in Michigan City and retired as pastor in 
1995 from St. Mary's in Hammond. For fifteen years Father Wozniak was chaplain 
for the Diocesan Boy Scouts and Director of the Catholic Girl Scouts for the Diocese 
of Gary. He was also chaplain for the Gary City Fire Department and St. Thomas 
Council Knights of Columbus. Of Polish origin, he was proud of his heritage and 
fiercely loyal to the Chicago Bears, as was evidenced by his statement every Sunday 
to "Pray for the Bears." He died on May 11, 1997, and was buried from Our Lady of 
Consolation on May 15, 1997. 
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Father Louie was a very personable priest, and he had a keen financial mind. He 
moved the parish forward, and during his first four years as pastor, reduced the parish 
debt to $25,000. By December 1975, the entire debt was paid off, and by 1980, 
$200,000 was in a savings account in preparation for additional enlargement of the 
parish facilities. 


During Father Wozniak's pastorate, the C.C.D. program also underwent movement and 
changes. Religious education classes, under the direction of Geneva Ward, were held 
in the Independence Hill church. The program grew, additional space was needed, and 
Howard Dike became the director. Classes were held for a year in portable classrooms 
at St. Andrew's. From 1967 until 1985, C.C.D. classes were conducted in the new 
church. Julie Laskody became the new director, and in 1985 classes were moved to St. 
Mary's in Crown Point where they continued until 1989. Classes are now being held 
in the Parish Activity Center under the direction of Bridget Bowman. 


Life in a parish is similar to family life because there is always something happening. 
During the twenty-fifth anniversary year, the large crucifix above the altar was 
delivered and installed. The eighteen foot walnut Resurrection Cross was designed and 
sculpted by an artist in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Risen Christ is made of redwood 
and it has been said that it weighs two tons. The entire crucifix is supported with 
airplane cable. 


Father Wozniak loved big cars, good food and a good party. The church picnics and 
festivals were always gala events. During those years, large tents were used (in lieu 
of a parish center) for the dinners and booths. Chicken was fried in a huge fryer 
outside the main tent. The chicken dinner actually started on Saturday night with the 
preparation of potatoes and vegetables. Breading of the chicken began around 3 a.m. 
on Sunday. After it was fried, the chicken was kept in begged and borrowed electric 
roasters until serving time. Later, large cooking containers were washed outside the 
tent using a garden hose. Nearly every festival had its thunderstorm, and the winds 
would whip and threaten the tents. The festivals brought monetary rewards, but they 
were also rich in the promotion of cooperation and closeness among the parishioners. 


In 1974 the beautiful windows above the altar were damaged when a tornado-like 


windstorm lifted the peaked roof of the church. The windows fell out of place and 
were smashed. The openings were boarded up until replacements could be installed. 
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While Father Wozniak was the pastor, Pope John Paul II visited the United States in 
1979. Robert Gill began his studies to become a deacon in 1981. 1982 was the year 
the Diocese of Gary celebrated its twenty fifth anniversary. On June 20, 1982, Robert 
Gill was ordained a permanent deacon. His was the first male vocation from Our Lady 
of Consolation. The following year the St. Vincent DePaul Society was formed in the 
parish. 


Changing homes is sometimes necessary with any family, and our priests were no 
exception. When construction started, in order to be closer to the new church, Father 
Schoudel moved from the original rectory to a farm house known as the Old Wirtz 
Farm on the corner of 93rd Avenue and Taft Street. The large crucifix outside the 
Diocesan Center then stood on the corner in front of the house. Father Wozniak lived 
there for a short time and then moved to a farm house called Holland's Roost directly 
south of the church. From there, he moved to the Lizzy and Agnes Wirtz farm a little 
further south on Taft Street. This became the permanent rectory until the new home 
was built on the church property in 1989. 


After the retirement of Bishop Andrew Grutka, Bishop Norbert Gaughan was installed 
as the Bishop of the Diocese of Gary on October 2, 1984. 


In 1985, Father Wozniak was transferred to St. Stanislaus Parish, Michigan City and 
Father Lawrence Kew became our pastor. Father Kew was born in Evergreen Park, 
Illinois. On May 28, 1966, he was ordained by Bishop Grutka at Holy Angels in Gary. 
In the next five years, he was assigned as assistant pastor in Michigan City, Hammond 
and Highland. In 1972, he was assigned as associate pastor at Ss. Peter and Paul in 
Merrillville. Before coming to Our Lady of Consolation in 1985, he served as assistant 
at Nativity Church in Portage and as pastor of Holy Name in Cedar Lake. From 1987 
until 1990, Father Kew assisted in the Diocese of Orlando, Florida. Upon his return 
to the Gary Diocese, he held assignments as pastor of Sacred Heart in Wanatah and St 
Martin's in La Crosse. He is currently serving as pastor of Assumption Church in East 
Chicago. 


Father Kew was our pastor for only two years, but during that time, a general 
restructuring of parish activities took place. Father Kew possessed a high degree of 
organizational skills. He revived the Parish Council, divided the parish into seven 
areas, outfitted the ushers in navy blue jackets and redecorated the interior of the 
church from red and gold to blue and cream. He also added a flowing fountain and 
waterfall display, incorporating and honoring the Blessed Virgin statue. In 1986, the 
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International Pilgrim Virgin statue was displayed in the church, and in 1987 the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.) program was initiated. Father Kew was 
also responsible for having the alarm system installed and for covering the stained glass 
windows with lexon to deter breakage. Father Kew was assisted by the Basilian 
Fathers and Father Sammie Maletta. In 1987, the fortieth year of the parish, Father 
Kew was reassigned and Father Joseph Vamos was appointed the eighth pastor of Our 
Lady of Consolation. 


Father Vamos was born in East Chicago, Indiana in 1939 and attended St. Joseph's 
School in Hammond and Bishop Noll High School, Hammond. He attended St. 
Meinrad Seminary for college and theology. After his ordination on May 28, 1966 by 
Bishop Grutka, he was appointed temporary chaplain at Holy Family Hospital in 
LaPorte. In the next three years, he served as assistant pastor at St. Luke's in Gary, St. 
Catherine of Siena in Hammond and Our Lady of Grace in Highland. In December 
of 1970 he was appointed temporary administrator at Holy Trinity Hungarian Church 
in East Chicago and Campus Minister at Purdue Calumet in Hammond. In 1971 he 
returned to Hammond as an assistant at St. John Bosco. Two years later he was 
appointed administrator, and in 1977 he was appointed pastor of his home parish, St. 
Joseph's, Hammond. In June of 1979, he was assigned as pastor to St. Michael's in 


Schererville. He was appointed pastor of Our Lady of Consolation on October 28, 
1987. 


Few of our parishioners are aware that Father Vamos was recognized nationally for an 
incident that occurred while he was assigned in Hammond. A young man, with gun 
in hand, was threatening suicide on the Bishop Noll football field when Father Vamos, 
who was a Hammond Police Chaplain, Father Timothy Benente, and other Hammond 
police officers intervened and prevented it. A picture of Father offering counsel to the 
young man was picked up by the wire service and published world-wide. It is an 
interesting fact that both Father Schoudel and Father Vamos, while performing their 
priestly duties under widely different circumstances, should be so recognized. and 
eventually end up as pastors of Our Lady of Consolation. 


When Father Vamos arrived at his new parish, he was faced with a challenge. Once 
again, Our Lady of Consolation needed to grow and expand. The parish was still 
without a much needed hall and rectory and the unity among the parishioners was 
wavering. Father had the unique ability to work well with people, to define their goals. 
and to provide the necessary leadership abilities to get all of these things done. 
Trim-A-Tree for the Poor, the Parish Ornament Tree and the Christmas Rectory Open 
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House were started by Father in his first year with the parish. In 1988, a fund raising 
drive was initiated. On May 29, 1988, ground was broken for the activity center. 
September saw ground breaking for the rectory. Work progressed, and Father Vamos 
and Father Wozniak blessed and laid the cornerstone on October 30, 1988. A 
dedication Mass was celebrated on January 29, 1989 with Bishop Norbert Gaughan, 
Father Vamos and Father Wozniak as concelebrants. Dedication of the new chapel 
took place on January 30. By March of that year, Father was able to move into the 
rectory. Finally, since leaving the premises of the first Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, we had everything on one campus: church, offices, religious education 
building, parish hall and a rectory to house the priest. The property was landscaped 
with trees, shrubs, flowers and lawn in the front and back of the property. The area 
behind the P.A.C. is like a park. Many activities, including picnics, are held in that 
area. There is also a garden plot where people of the parish are invited to put in a 
personal garden if they do not have the room in their own yards. Thanks to the 
management abilities of Father Vamos and the support of the parishioners, construction 
costs of $1,365,000.00 were paid off in two years, and Our Lady of Consolation was 
again debt free. Because the parish now had adequate facilities, religious education 
was moved to the new classrooms, the parish held its first craft show, a New Year's 
Eve dance took place in the hall, and the Fifty-Five and Over group was formed. 


As family units grow and mature within a home, their needs change and special events 
are noted. This is also true of the parish family and its facilities. Father Vamos 
celebrated twenty-five years in the priesthood in 1991. A parish buffet marked the 
event, followed by a family celebration. That same year, Deacon Sherman Brown 
joined our parish, and the Knights of Columbus Good Shepherd Council was 
organized. In August of 1992 Bishop Dale Melczek came to the diocese as 
administrator. During the next few years, Our Lady of Consolation offered Mass on 
the radio, and Dial-A-Prayer, sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society, was made 
available on the telephone. In the church, a large sacristy in the entrance area was 
needed for a long time. When the church was built, Vatican Council II had just ended, 
and the church was built with the sacristy behind the sanctuary. It was an inconvenient 
arrangement after the council since there is always a procession into the sanctuary from 
the back of the church. Because the chapel in the church was too small for daily Mass, 
a large chapel was included in the Parish Activity Center and dedicated to the Holy 
Family. The cry room for little children was part of the original chapel in the church. 
In 1992 the wall of the sanctuary was removed and the small hallway and office area 
that served as a sacristy for the new liturgy was expanded. A new wall for the cry 
room was added, and today we have a very functional sacristy as a result of a major 
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renovation. A digital carillon was installed to replace the old system. Stained glass 
windows were added to the chapel, and an atrium entryway was constructed for the 
Parish Activity Center. In addition, the walnut cross behind the altar was shortened 
by two feet, and the altar was shortened by thirty inches to conform to the style of 
Vatican II liturgical celebration of the Eucharist. The statue of Our Lady of 
Consolation also was placed in a prominent place in the sanctuary and the tabernacle 
was moved to its present place on the south wall of the sanctuary. The sanctuary was 
painted but because it did not meet the approval of all the people, it was repainted a 
few years later, and decorations were eventually added to the walls to give it color. In 
1994 a twenty-five foot cross with a Risen Christ corpus was sculpted in Chicago, 
Illinois and installed in the front of the church. In 1995 the “Smiling Madonna and 
Child" which we could also call a modern day Our Lady of Consolation was erected 
on a platform under the bell tower. It was dedicated in the jubilee year on December 
8, 1996 with a solemn blessing. 


Another first for Our Lady of Consolation Parish was the appointment of Father 
Stanley Witek. Father Witek was ordained in Poland in 1987 before coming to the 
Diocese of Gary, and was appointed to our parish on July 1, 1994 to serve as associate 
pastor. Father Witek initiated and conducted a Bible Study group and worked 
extensively with the Faith Formation classes and R.C.1.A. On July 1, 1996, he was 
assigned and still resides as associate pastor of St. Stanislaus in East Chicago. Bishop 
Dale Melczek was appointed Co-Adjutor of the Diocese on October 20, 1995. On June 
1, 1996 Bishop Norbert Gaughan retired, and Bishop Melczek was officially 
appointed Bishop of the Diocese on June 7, 1996. 


Other changes have taken place. In 1995, the old nativity set, which was in need of 
repair, was replaced, surprising the parish with the addition of a woman figurine as 
part of the adoration group coming to see the Christ Child. In 1996, Mass was 
videotaped for the first time for weekly broadcast on Cable Channel 16, and Our Lady 
of Consolation was included in the Merrillville Clergy Association Church Tour on 
March 23. Church upgrading was again necessary, so new carpeting was purchased, 
a new sound system was installed and skid-proof coating was applied to all ceramic tile 
floors. October 13 saw the Fiftieth Anniversary kickoff program begin with a parish 
picnic. On December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the Our Lady of 
Consolation Statue under the bell tower was blessed. December also saw Father Vamos 
appointed as Mission Director of the Gary Diocese. 
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To date, in this year of 1997, a parish mission, potluck dinner and sockhop have 
been added to the already numerous activities offered to parishioners. A large 
guardian angel statue and granite memorial marker for aborted children were placed 
on the church grounds. As a safety measure, a police officer has been hired to 
direct traffic out of the parking lot after Masses. A parish outing at the Deep River 
Water Park was held in July and negotiations are underway to replace the heating 
and air conditioning systems within the church. 


No history of the parish would be complete without the inclusion of a special 
person, T.C. Kirkland. T.C. worked quietly behind the scenes, keeping everything 
in running order. He was the janitor, gardener and handyman who kept the lawn 
mowed, light bulbs changed, pews repaired, floors and carpets cleaned and many 
more jobs too numerous to mention. Nicknamed "Too Cool" by the parish children, 
he was a respected and honorable man who quietly and efficiently did his job. The 
entire parish was saddened by his death in April, 1995. 


Fifty years have passed. Many of the original parishioners are no longer with us, 
and those founders who are still in the parish will most likely not be present for the 
seventy- fifth celebration. Yet Our Lady of Consolation will live on, born of the 
hard work of earlier members, nurtured and made strong by those who are 
presently part of the parish family, and growing and developing with the young and 
new members. It will continue to flourish under the leadership of dedicated priests 
and faith filled parishioners, and under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and the grace of God. 


At the present time it is important that we include the staff of Our Lady of 
Consolation parish: Robert Gill, deacon...Lee Ann Bishop, secretary...Terry Gill, 
maintenance...Ann Gill, sacristan and hall manager...Bridget Bowman, Faith 
Formation coordinator...Bob Brooks, choir director...Judy Renn, organist...Eleanor 
Miller, housekeeper...Judy Wirtz, assistant hall manager...Alan Miller, 
eroundskeeper...plus many volunteers to whom we are most grateful. 


To honor the past and the present a bronze plaque was affixed to a marker at the 
church entrance with the following message inscribed on the plaque: 


Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
1947 - 1966 
Our Lady of Consolation Church 
1966 
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REMEMBER? 


1947 - Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish established; Father Alvin Jasinski founding pastor. 
1949 - Father William Plotzki appointed pastor. 
1953 - Father Roman Wojcicki appointed pastor. 


1957 - February - Diocese of Gary created. Bishop Andrew G. Grutka first Bishop of the 
Diocese 
July - Tenth anniversary of Immaculate Heart of Mary celebrated. Rev. Roman Wojcicki 
now had "365 souls” in his congregation. 


1959 - Father Leo Armbruster appointed pastor. 
15 acres of land on Route 55 purchased for new church. 


1960 - Building fund started for new church. 
1963 - Father Herman Schoudel appointed pastor. 


1965 - March 5 - New parish boundaries for Immaculate Heart of Mary approved by Bishop 
Andrew Grutka. 


October - Ground breaking for the new church 


1966 - October - Name of the parish changed from Immaculate Heart of Mary to Our Lady of 
Consolation by Bishop Grutka. 


October 22 - Cornerstone blessed and laid for the new church. 


1967 - August 27 - New church blessed and dedicated by Bishop Grutka. 


September - First council meeting at Immaculate Heart of Mary; Father Schoudel, 
pastor. 


1970 - March 4 - Letter written to all parishioners and the bishop stating that the old church had 
reached a point of no return - deterioration of the structure - high water level and 
complete breakdown of facilities. The letter, written by Father Schoudel, requested a 
visit by any diocesan official to confirm these facts. 

Father Louis Wozniak appointed pastor. 


1971 - Old church, rectory and property sold. 


ED 


1972 - March 11 - Large crucifix in church delivered and installed. Carved of redwood; $2,900 
cost donated by parishioner. 
November 4 - Parish silver anniversary banquet celebrated at Blessed Sacrament Hall, 
41st and Garfield, Gary. 


1973 - December 2 - Fortieth anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood celebrated by 
Bishop Grutka. 


1974 - Parish debt down to $25,000.00 in four years. 
February 10 - New American Catholic Bible (retail $39.95) offered by pastor for $9.50. 
All sold by March 3. 
June 2 - First Forty Hours Eucharistic devotion started in the parish. 
July - White Sox baseball outing for the entire family sponsored by Holy Name. Box 
seats sold for $4.25 per person. 
July 30 - Church struck by tornado; $15,000 to $20,000 estimated damage. 
November - Parishioners “who couldn’t go to Rome” encouraged to join a 
“pilgrimage “ to Holy Angels Cathedral in preparation for the beginning of the Holy Year 
in 1975. 


1975 - July 6 - Rectory moved to 8816 Taft Street. 
December 22 - $189,000.00 debt paid off. 


1976 - March 7 - Parish choir formed. 
March 28 - Recipes collected by Rosary Society for cookbook. 


1977 - Trip to football game, Notre Dame vs. Navy, sponsored by Holy Name Society. Beer, bus 
and game for $18.00. 


1978 - Sept. 21 - Birthday party for the patients of Beatty Hospital sponsored by Our Lady of 
Consolation parish. 
October 8 - Parishioners asked to bring lumber for the Halloween bonfire, and to 
"stack it neatly”. 


1979 - Pope John Paul II visited United States. 


1980 - January 27 - Raffle for a large spruce tree in front of the church for decorating sponsored 
by Confirmation class and Holy Name Society. 
Church now had $200,000 in savings. 
Study for the diaconate begun by Robert Gill. 


1981 - Shoe boxes placed at entrances of church by 9th grade C.C.D. to collect money to combat 


abortion. $80.00 collected to help pay for ad in Post Tribune. 
May 3 - Order of Lector received by Robert Gill. 
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1982 - Diocese of Gary twenty-five years old 
June 20 - Robert Gill ordained Permanent Deacon. His was the first male vocation from 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish. 


1983 - St. Vincent dePaul Society formed. 
1984 - October 2 - Bishop Norbert Gaughan installed as Bishop of the Gary Diocese. 


1985 - Father Wozniak transferred to St. Stanislaus, Michigan City. 
Father Lawrence Kew appointed pastor. 
Alarm system installed in church. 
Lexon installed on church windows. 


1986 - International Pilgrim Virgin of Our Lady of Fatima statue visited parish. 
Blue carpeting installed. 


1987 - R.C.LA. started. 
June. C.C.D. teachers’ retreat held at St. Meinrad’s. 
Father Kew transferred. 
October 28 - Father Joseph Vamos appointed pastor. 
Trim-A-Tree for poor initiated. 
Parish ornament tree started. 
Christmas Rectory Open House started. 


1988- Fund Drive held to take pledges for new building. 
March 27 - Father Sebastian (Chaplain for Lake County Nursing Home and other 
facilities) came to live at the rectory. 
March 28 - Contract signed for new building. 
March 29 - Ground-breaking for Parish Activity Center 
September 8 - Construction of new rectory on church property begun. 
October 30 - Cornerstone for Parish Activity Center blessed and set. 
December - First year for Baby Jesus Birthday Party 
December 31 - Deacon David M. Yankauskas ordained priest at Our Lady of 
Consolation. 
Total cost of the building project (P.A.C. and rectory) - $1,365,000.00 


1989 - January - 800 families in the parish 
January 29 - Parish Activity Center dedicated. 
January 30 - Holy Family Chapel in P.A.C. dedicated. 
January 31 - Religious education started in P.A.C. 
February 18 - Parish dance for St. Valentine’s Day 
March - New rectory completed. 
Senior Citizens group formed. 
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1990 - 
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1992 - 


1993 - 


1994 - 


1995 - 


1996 - 


June 10- Kevin McCarthy ordained priest at Our Lady of Consolation 

June 11 - Father Kevin McCarthy’s First Mass at Our Lady of Grace in Highland. 
November 18 - First Craft Show 

December 31 - First New Year’s Eve party in parish 


Garden spots offered behind P.A.C. 
P.A.C. landscaped. 


Banner made honoring parishioners in armed forces. 

Father Vamos’ twenty-fifth anniversary as a priest 

Mass on radio started. 

Deacon Sherman Brown began diaconate ministry at O.L.C. 
Knights of Columbus organized - Good Shepherd Council. 
December 6 - St. Nicholas Day - Parish debt free 


Dial-A-Prayer started (769-2706) - sponsored by St. Vincent dePaul Society. 
Church sacristy enlarged. 

Sanctuary remodeled and walnut cross above the main altar shortened by two feet. 
Altar down-sized in style with the Vatican II liturgical celebration of the Eucharist. 
August 19 - Bishop Dale Melczek appointed Administrator of the Diocese of Gary. 
September - Father Vamos went to Somodi (Drienovec) Slovakia for a sabbatical. 


Reconciliation Room constructed in the church. 

June - Robert Gill appointed deacon at Our Lady of Consolation. 

Pastoral Council formed. 

November 11 - Death of Bishop Andrew Grutka. 

Edward Zemlik of Our Lady of Consolation entered the Society of the Sacred Heart 
Fathers.. 


July 1 - Father Stanley Witek assigned as associate at Our Lady of Consolation. 
Deacon Sherman Brown transferred to Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in South Haven. 
Scripture Study with Father Witek began. 

July - Resurrection Cross installed in front of church; spruce tree cut down. 


New nativity set purchased for church. 
October 20 - Bishop Dale J. Melczek appointed Co-Adjutor of the Diocese. 


March 26 - Our church included in Merrillville Association’s tour of 
Merrillville churches. 

Pastoral Commissions formed. 

Berry colored carpeting installed. 

New sound system installed in church. 

June 1 - Bishop Norbert Gaughan retired. 
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June 7 - Bishop Dale Melczek appointed Bishop of the Diocese. 

July 1 - Father Witek transferred to St. Stanislaus, East Chicago, Indiana. 

Skid-proof coating applied to all ceramic tile floors. 

September - Statue of a modern Our Ladv of Consolation installed outside the church 
under the bell tower. 

October 13 - Kick-off of program for Jubilee Year; parish picnic first event. 
November 3 - Dedication of Birth Right Memorial 

November 17 - Mass taped for TV, Channel 16, 2:30 p.m., Wednesdays. 

December 8 - Our Lady of Consolation statue under the bell tower blessed. 

December - Father Vamos appointed Mission Director of the Diocese. 


1997 - Police officer hired to direct traffic from parking lot after Masses. 
January 27 to 30 - Parish Mission 
January - Parish Pot-Luck Supper 
March - Parish Sock Hop 
April 27 - Founders’ Day Mass 
May 4 - Fifty year parishioners included in Mary Crowning procession. 
July 25 - Parish family evening at Deep River Park 
October 4 - Parish Pre-Jubilee dance 
October 5 - Fifty Year Jubilee Mass of Our Lady of Consolation celebrated. Jubilee 
dinner held in the parish hall. 
October - Plaque installed at the east entrance of the church commemorating the parish 
under both names - Immaculate Heart of Mary and Our Lady of Consolation. 
October 28 - Father Vamos’ tenth anniversary as pastor celebrated. 


THE SPIRITUAL STATUS OF OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION 
PARISH = 1997 


Number of registered parishioner households....... 1389 

Estimated number of individual Catholics............ 3375 

BaptismsS..................06 82 

First Communions.......... 49 

Confirmations................ 36 

oC 22 

BB cccescaicettattnbicntereuts 42 (including out of town funerals and non-parishoners) 


9A. 


Msgr. Alvin Jasinski Rev. William Plotzki 
1947 - 1949 1949 - 1953 


Former Pastors 


Rev. Roman Wojcicki Rev. Leo Armbruster 
1953 - 1959 1959 - 1963 


Rev. Herman Schoudel Rev. Louis Wozniak Rev. Lawrence Kew 
1963 - 1970 1970 - 1985 1985 - 1987 
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First Wedding in 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
November 29, 1947 


First Communion Class, 1948 
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Early Altar Servers Circa 1966 
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Father Armbruster and Server 


First Ushers 


2 


Construction of 
Our Lady of Consolation Church 
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Procession Bringing 

Statue of Our Lady 

of Consolation into 
the New Church 


Consecration 
of New Altar 
by Bishop Grutka 


Early Confirmation 
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Fr. Wozniak 
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Easter Vigil Mass 
Bishop Norbert Gaughan - 1988 
Bishop Dale Melczek - 1997 


Bishop Gaughan Blessing New Parish Center 
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Early Tent Festivals 


Groundbreaking and Laying of 
Cornerstone for Parish Activity Center 
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Priests’ 
Residences 
Through 
The Years 
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25th Anniversary of 
Father Vamos' 
Ordination 


hrough the years 
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Mass For The Departed 


Home Visitation 


Tent Mass At The Cemetery 
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Blessing of 
Statue Under 
Bell Tower 


Kcceceenes ARES: 


Dedication Of The Memorial To The Unborn 


Former Christmas Creche 


New Christmas Creche 


Christmas Musicians 


Baby Jesus 
Birthday Party 


mily Chapel 


Holy Fa 


Paris 


Center 


ivity 


h Act 


Angel Shrine 


% First 
Communion 
1989 


1997 
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Father Kevin McCarthy* 


Father David Yankauskas* 
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Fr. Joe Vamos and Fr. Stan Witek 
*Ordained at Our Lady of Consolation 


- 46 - 


Ordination 


Baptism 


Wedding 
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aria State 
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Master Gardeners 
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Sacristry 


Grounds Keepers 
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Cantors 


Baptism Preparation 


Lectors 


Eucharistic Ministers 
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Altar Servers 
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Women's Guild 


55 and Over Club 
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Children's Choir 


Funeral Choir 


Miracle Choir 


Communication Crew 


Knights of Columbus 


Craft Fair Committee 5 
Video Crew 
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Above and Beyond The Call of Duty 
Fr. Schoudel 
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Os nb 
pass 


_ 54 - 


{ 
i 


Fr. Vamos & Gunman 


Clergy and police in Hammond, Ind. talk with Michael Cuevas Monday afternoon after Cuevas threatened to kill himself. The group 
succeeded in talking Cuevas out of the act. Cuevas, 18, walked onto the Bishop Noll High Schoui football field and put a gun to his head. 
Cuevas’ ex-girlfriend, Jeanie Vargo, 18, told the Hammond Times that Cuevas was despondent because the two recently broke up. Miss 
Vargo told the Times that Cuevas is a ““hurt, lonely person."’ After the incident, Cuevas signed himself in for treatment at the Tri-City Mental 
Health Center. In the group talking with Cuevas are, from left: Ernest Malatinka, an off-duty police officer: an unidentified person; Father 
Vamos, St. Joseph's Church in Hammond; Hammond poiice officer Pau! Stradavy ano anunicentified clergyman. 


Above and Beyond The Call of Duty 
Fr. Vamos 
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Father Vamos' Sabbatical 
(Somodi) Drienovec, Slovakia 


1992 
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50th Anniversary 
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50th Anniversary Celebration 


mmittee 


Jubilee Co 


Latecomers 
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DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN? 

...all Masses were sung in Latin. 

...our prayer books were in Latin on the left page, and English on the right. 
...we wore our "Sunday Best" to attend Sunday Mass. 

...girls and women wore hats or other head coverings in church. 


...we went to Confession on Saturday, and fasted after midnight until we received 
Communion on Sunday morning. 


...we knelt at the Communion railing to receive Communion. 


...nuns wore habits and everybody stepped aside to let them pass. If you met 
them on the street, you nodded and said, "Hello, sister". 


...boxes were placed in the vestibule to collect food and paper goods for the 
chicken dinner. 


.. names of donors and the baked goods and food they contributed were printed 
in the Sunday bulletin. 


...the Holy Name Society had an "all you can eat" chili supper, and charged 75 
cents for adults and 50 cents for children. 


...the men were expected to clean the church, and their names were listed 
alphabetically, by week, in the bulletin as to their scheduled time. - 


...the Sunday afternoon the fire broke out in the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
church. 


...the CCD children endured primitive conditions in the basement of the old 
church. (Conditions were later remedied. ) 


...the Holy Name Society sponsored a "Blue Grass Bash". Tickets were $2.00 and 
included a hay ride, pot belly bean soup and corn bread. Dancing was to 


the music of the "Hobart Mountain Boys". 


...the Altar and Rosary Society had a luncheon and baby shower for three infants 
of the parish, age 4 months to 2 years. 


...the Holy Name Society sold grapefruit and oranges as a fund raiser. 
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...the Altar and Rosary Society had a Thanksgiving ham and beef dinner, and 
rafffled off dressed turkeys. 


..the women of the parish had a “Martha Circle". They furnished and catered a 
dinner for family and friends of the deceased after a funeral. 


...priests faced away from the congregation at Mass. 

...only males could serve as altar servers at Mass. 

...there were no baby or cry rooms in churches. 

...prayers were said after each Mass for the conversion of Russia. 
...there were no lectors, commentators or cantors. 

... there were no face-to-face confessions. 

... verbal socializing in church before and after Masses was seldom done. 
...churches were never locked during the day. 


...altar boys held a paten under each parishioner's chin as they received 
Communion. 


... priests wore birettas. 
...there was Benediction after the last Mass on Sundays. 
..nuns wore habits, identifying them with their religious order. 


..no one ever applauded in church. 
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JUBILEE BOOK 


FAMILY SPONSORS 
Andrew and Sophie Gadzala 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sperka 
Roger Parsons Family 
Ervin and Dorothy Fiedorowicz 
Ron and Sharon Kozub and Family 
Richard & Marjorie Pankiewicz 
Sophie Oskins and Family 
Steve & June Bartok 
Bob & Rose Gilbert 
Ann Fedorchak Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard St. Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon St. Martin and Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Garry St. Martin and Family 
John and Mary Sokit Family 
Ellis and Edith Deaton Family 
Charles and Dorothy Gans 
Ramona Urban 
Joe & Rosemarie Urban 
Mrs. Ann Skertich 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Pavnic 
Kukis Family 
John and Mary Levenda 
Steve and Marie Guba 
Julie Laskody 
Ronald S. Zurek Family 
Robert Reed Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Santiago A. Lopez 
Raymond and Margaret Haack 
Ed and Rosemary Twomey 
Eleanor Miller Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hap 
Mary L. Guba 
Walter and Lorraine Penner 
Howard and Joan Dike 
Family of Martin E. Sohovich 
Paul and Rose Virgo 
Scott and Mary Beth Severson 
Andrew and Marilyn Burt Family 
Peter, Jean, Andy and Erin Kirk 
Carl and Melanie Christy 
Karen and Jaime Ortiz Family 
Marge Jones and Family 
Joy and Ron Partyka 
Jack and Sharon Pruzin 
Rose Arvay Family 
Rob and Mary Kay Bobos and Family 
Mary McConnell 


JUBILEE BOOK 
FAMILY SPONSORS 


Mr. & Mrs. Rudolf Bley 

John Koschal Family 

Henry and Elaine Sanko 

William and Julia Twohig 

Al and Ann IJannessi Family 

Mr. & Mrs. William Steininger 
Georgette and Lorelei Pressner 
Ralph and Martha Wood Family 
Stan and Denise Ladowicz 

Kish Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Homola and Family 
Mike, Rose and Erik Smith 
Michael Spasoff Family 

Louis and Helen Martinez 

Frank and Joan Kijewski 

David and Laura Kadelak 

Anthony and Helen Zeffiro 

John and Phyllis Zimmerman 
Stephen and Dorothy Mileusnich 
Ray and Eleanor Nichels 

Thomas Topolski Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mason and Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Karwatka 
The Arthur Geberin Jr. Family 

John and Valerie Ryan 

Richard O. and Juanita A. Swanson 
Dale, Mary Lou and Christopher Wisner 
Norbert J. Smith 

Catherine Wirtz and Daughters 
Walter and Dorothy Dudak 

Jeff J. and Denice A. Barsich 

Terry and Ann Gill 

Lee Ann Bishop 

Violet Santeramo & Family 
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JUBILEE BOOK 
MEMORIAL AD & SPONSOR 


Al Fetcko by Dolores Fetcko 

Sue Heatherson by Dorothy Parsons 

Michael Volom by Mary Volom 

Jerry Volom by Mary Volom 

John & Rose Bochnowski by E. & D. Fiedorowicz 
Burt & Helen Fiedorowicz by E. & D. Fiedorowicz 
John & Helen Kozub by Ron & Sharon Kozub 
Christopher - Son of Bob & Rose Gilbert 

Parents of Bob & Rose Gilbert 

Edward J. Syrk by Frances C. Syrk 

Ann Bartok by Steve & June Bartok 

Calvin Pettet by Steve & June Bartok 

Michael Fedorchak by Ann Fedorchak 

Nellie Ann Bohling by Husband Norbert Bohling 
Chester & Clara Sokit Family by Mary Sokit 
Martin & Louise Urban by Ramona Urban 

John Bochnowski by F. Bochnowski 

Marion E. Biggs by Marie Biggs 

Joe Guerrero by Esther Guerrero 

Michael Laskody by Julie Laskody 

Ameded & Gina Fioravanti by Gloria Carrasco 
William M. Horst by Wilma Reed 

Theresa Jean Vallino by Husband Joseph Vallino 
Steve Roncsak by Bernice Roncsak 

Martin E. Sohovich by Victoria Sohovich 

Mary Virgo by parents Paul & Rose Virgo 
Leonard Wozniak by Pete & Jean Kirk 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Nowakowski by Ted & Bertha Nowakowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Siedenschnur by T. & B. Nowakowski 
Parents of Jack & Sharon Pruzin by J. & S. Pruzin 
Chlopek Family by Leona Chlopek 

Michael Samson by Sherri Samson 

The Leight Family by Irene Wierzba 

Mr. & Mrs. Byron Councilor by Steve & Phyllis Vician 
Sabina Krame by Rose Arvay 

Michael Carmichael by Louise Carmichael 

Clara T. Kurley by Edward F. Kurley 

Thomas Keegan Family by Betty J. Keegan 
Gordon Bland by Louise Bland 

Patricia Shea Smith by Margaret Shea Family 
Edward Shea by Margaret Shea Family 

Allyson Lynne Kras by Daniel & Doris Kras 
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Our LADY OF CONSOLATION 


CONGRATULATIONS AND Best WiIsHES 


ON YOUR 5OTH ANNIVERSARY 


Mr. Quick PRINT 
101 West 78TH PLACE 
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 46410 
(219) 769-0049 
Fax (219) 769-0080 


WE ARE PROUD TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE DIOCESE PRINTING NEEDS 


The Women’s Guild 
of 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish 


ra 


Supporting the ministry of 
Our Lady of Consolation Parish 


with a woman’s touch! 
Fellowship, prayer, support for our parish programs. 


Congratulations fellow parishioners! 


aa 


The Women’s Guild officers: 
President - Rose Stachon 
Vice President - Betty Keegan 
Secretary - Virginia Buchanan 
Treasurer - Joy Partyka 
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HOLY NAME 
SOCIETY 


Serving our Parish and 
community for 50 years! 


Meetings are held the 2nd Sunday of every 
month after the 8:30am mass in our Parish 
Activity Center. 


ALL MEN OF OUR LADY OF 
CONSOLATION ARE WELCOME. 


55 + 
SENIORS 
Club 


Good old fashioned 
congratulations from the 
parish 55+ club 
members 
to all of 
the 
parish family! 


| knight jor Liye and vocationg 


THE NATURAL 
CHOICE 


My va 
\ \} 


Good Shepherd 
Council 


#10811 


“YOU’VE TRIED THE REST......NOW TRY THE BEST” 


POST TRIBUNE 
“... The Tacos, Burritos and “...Jalapenos combines the “...My dining companion 
Enchiladas familiar to many best in authentic Mexican proclaimed that he was now 
Mexican Restaurants are at food with an interior design spoiled by the best...” 
Jalapenos, but so are several that will make you feel like 
dishes more likely to be seen you’re South of the Border..” 


in Mexican homes...” 


RESTAURANT*CATERING*CARRY-OUT 


HOURS: SUN-THURS 11:30 A.M. - 10:00 P.M.* FRI & SAT 11:30 -12:00 A.M. 
LATE NIGHT BAR HOURS: 1:00 A.M. MON-THURS*3:00 A.M. FRI & SAT 
12:00 A.M. SUN 


(219)864-8862 


RESEVATIONS ACCEPTED 


CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY 
PHONE 219-864-8862 


200 U.S 41 SCHERERVILLE IN. 46375 
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Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary! 


Gerry J. Scheub 


Lake County Commissioner, Second District 


LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
2293 Main Street 

Crown Point, Indiana 46407 

Office: 219-755-3200 

Home: 219-322-4139 

Fax: 219-755-3064 


Congratulations and Best Wishes! 


Hunch furs 
Established 79368 


furs of Distinction 
Violet Santerame and family, Parishioners 
ZOZ7 W. Lincols Highway (R7. 30) 
Merrillville, /ndiana 46470 
(279) 769-4270 


Congratulations and Best Wishes! 


Since 1867 


GEISEN 


Five Generations of Dependable Service 


109 N. East St., Crown Point, IN 46307 
219-663-2500 
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Round The Clock 


SINCE 1967 


breakfast - lunch - dinner 


Johnnie’s Round the Clock 
1800 West 81st Avenue 
Across from the Lake County Library 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
tel. 219-769-1591 fax 219-769-0755 


Stephen R. Stiglich 


ISM 


SECURITY 


5475 Broadway 
Merrillville, Indiana 


(219) 884-7775 (312) 374-7776 
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To the poritbionent of 
Our Lady of Comolation Church 
Comprdtulations on your Golden Arniventary end muck more meen H4 
you evden the new Mllermriom 


EXGLE 


SERVICES 


CHESTERTON, IN 
(219) 763-1111 


Industrial Services Corporation 
http://www.eagleserv.com 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


FROM 
SHERIFF JOHN BUNCICH 
LAKE COUNTY, IN 
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Orington, 


EATERY 


RESTAURANT & BANQUETS 


1112 RT. 41 - SCHERERVILLE, 
IN 46375 


(219)865-1230 


CALORIES PLUS 
BAKE SHOP 


CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Now FEATURING 
ROLLAND, FONDANT 
AND BASKET WEAVE 


JOYCE SOKOLOWSKI, OWNER 
48 W. 8OTH PLACE 
MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410 
219-736-6841 


a i 


13406 Wicker Ave. 
Cedar Lake, IN 46303 


LEO 


and Sons, Inc 


Feed & Garden Center 
219-374-6757 


Leo Govert, Steve Govert, Ray Govert 


Complete Pet Center - Purina, lams, 
Bench & Field Science Diet. and Nutro 
Max Dealer 


HERITAGE 
Flowers 


“Your Favorite Flower 


Shop” 


51 West Walnut 
Crown Point ,IN 46307 


(219)663-1640 


In memory of 
Our parents 
Joseph & Lucy Minniti 


Brother Joseph Jr. 
Sister Florence Minniti 
Erfurth 
Husband Carl Erfurth 

Wife Jeanette Armour 
Minniti 
Niece Karen Erfurth Totzke 
Minniti & Exfurth Families 
Children e& Grandchildren 


Prazin 
srothers 


Funeral Services 


Locally owned and 
independently operated 


219-980-9070 


6360 Broadway 
Merriliville, iIniana 46410 


BUICK - GMC 


3209 WEST LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 13004 
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 
46411-3004 


219-769-474-6381 
708-474-6000 
Fax 219-755-0343 


God's 
blessings 
and 
cong ratulations 


and best wishes! 


James & Barbara 
Shinovich 


Strack &Van 
Til 
Your #1 CHOICE 
FOR THE FINEST IN 
SERVICE, SELECTION 
AND SAVINGS 
Hammond, Highland, 


Hobart, Merril/ville, 
Schererville 


Store Hours 6AM - 12PM DAILY 
Saturday to 11PM 
OPEN SUNDAY 


Margo’s Catering 


Weddings 
Funeral Luncheons 
Business Meetings 


Calf 
587-4058 
687-S715 
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CHEVIGNY 
PERSONNEL INC. 


Specializing in Professional 
Personnel 
Serving Chicagoland and 
Northwest Indiana 


JULE CHEVIGNY 
P.O. Box 11342 
Merrillville, IN 4641 1 
Phone 219-663-7801 
FAX 219-663-7819 


Carroll 


Chevrlet|@EO 


2-1/2 miles south of 
U.S. 30 on Route 55 


PHONE 
769-3636 
663-3000 


1800 NORTH MAIN 
CROWN POINT 


es-, 


Thankful for the rich 
history of the past, proud 
to be a part of the 
historical events of today, 
and invoking God’s 
continued blessings on the 
parish community of Our 
Lady of Consolation and 
the town of Merrillville 


Free? he iS 


t 


| 


Father Joseph E. Vamos 
_ Pastor 

Helen and Joseph Vamos 
Parents 


OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION PARISHIS 


“ALL HUMAN LIFEIS SACRED, FORIT IS CREATED 
INTHEILMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD.” 
POPE JOHN PAULII 


on Ee ws 


ana Scat Wiehes to the Partch Family of 
Our Lady of Consolation 
ow the Celebration of your SOth Auniucnoary 


PEDCO 


Parkway Engineering & Distributing Co., Inc. 
509 West 84th Drive 
Merriliville, IN 46410 
(219)769-3948 


Lighting & Energy Management Solutions 
For Business & Industry 


Sincerely, 
Ted Zapinski, President 
and the entire PEDCO staff, especially 
Jeanne Horwith, Charles Hricik, and Jerry Kuzma, OLC Parishioners 


BEST WISHES! 


SILVER BELL 


Congratulations and 
Best Wishes 


on your 
Fiftieth 
Anniversary 


CLUB 


(New Location) 


10310 Grand Blvd. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 


OUR LADY OF 
CONSOLATION 
PARISH 


Officers: Joe Samreta, President 
Phyllis Dunajski, Vice President 
James Barcinski, Recording Secretary 
Henry Nawrocki, Treasurer 
Ed Frankiewicz, Financial Secretary 
John Muraida, Inner Door Guard 
Casey Bruska, Sargent at Arms 
Chester Klaja, Chaplain 
Phil Furman, Trustee 
Andy Gadzala, Parliamentarian 


Rose and John 
STACHON 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PARISH OF 
OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CATHOLIC CHURCH 


IN CELEBRATING 


“SO YEARS” 


Sincerely, Robert C. Wiatrolik 
& The Staff At 


rq WIATROLIK, 7535 Taft Street 
Merriliville, Indiana 46410 
ei ae ii Tcl ia Sonne 
Funeral Home (219) 738-3223 


. $3. 


BRON KO’S RESTAURANTS 
GLEN PARK 887-7335 
CROWN POINT 663-0145, 769-3125 


ROLLIN - ON 


R.V. SALES 
SCHERERVILLE, IN 
Paul Craven - (219) 865-1656 


Pest Wishes and (Cod « Blessing! 


FRAN and NORM 
WANDROWSK| 


In memory of 


The Koschal and Zygmunt 


Families 
John and Rose Koschal 


$3» 


Lincoln Ridge Funeral Home 
7607 W. Lincoln Hwy.. Schererville, IN 46375 
Ed Vujko (219)322-6616 


GRIMMER'S 
SERVICE CENTER 
1000 W. Luncobe Higley 
Schewoulle,ludtann 46375 


ODYSSEY RESTAURANT 
7876 Broadway, Merrillville, IN 
46410 
219-738-2242 


BURNS FUNERAL HOME 
Established 1908 


Hobart - Corner Rt.. 51 and 7th Street 
Merrillville, crown Point - ro1st &Broadway 


Congratulations and Blessings to the A hank built on WALUES 
members of Our Lady of Consolation 


Parish on our Fiftleth Anniversary CENTIER Bank 
Margaret & Mike Poncsak 1-888- Centier 


Acknowledgements: 


A special thanks to those who served on the anniversary committee and those 
who compiled, edited and were instrumental in the publication of the 50th 


Anniversary Book. 

Committee: 50th Anniversary Book 
Sarah Bemish Lee Ann Bishop 
Lee Ann Bishop Judith Erfurth 
Chery! Brislen Rose Gilbert 
Judith Erfurth Bob Gilbert 
Ann Fedorchak Ann Gill 

Kose Gilbert Terry Gill 

Bob Gilbert . Stan Krsak 

Ann Gill Joy Partyka 
Terry Gull Ron Partyka 
Sharon Kozub Wilma Reed 

Joy Partyka Rose Stachon 
Ron Partyka Father Joseph Vamos 
Walter Penner 

Wilma Reed 

Barbara Shinovich 

Rose Stachon 

+John Stachon 

Father Joseph Vamos 

Mary Volom 

Tom Zaczkiewicz 
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UBLIC LIBRARY 


WATT 


977 8192 


GEN 282.977299 OURL 


Our Lady of Consolation 
Church, Merrillville, 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
INDIANA 


AD FF MU 
AV GR NC 
BO HI SJ 
a . way 4 D4 CNL 


Some materials may be renewable by phone or in person if there are 
no reserves or fines due. www,lakeco.lib.in.us LCP#0390 


